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Regardless of snowpack or precipitation, by the time 
summer arrives, drought conditions are the norm in 
tributaries oversubscribed by irrigated agriculture. 
Our work is to mitigate those conditions.

At the end of 2015, a reporter for the New York Times 
asked Will Stelle, regional administrator, West Coast 
Region of NOAA Fisheries, about his philosophy on 
managing the threat to salmon in the Northwest from 
reduced snowpack levels. “Hedge your bets, spread 
your bets,” he said. “You have to bring it down to the 
local conditions — what can you do in that place?”

Since 2003, the Columbia Basin Water Transac-
tions Program (CBWTP) and its partners have 
collaborated with thousands of landowners and 
dozens of irrigation districts around the region. 
Today, a healthy marketplace exists for replenishing  
streamflows, along with an ever-expanding array 
of tools, approaches and technologies for wringing 
efficiency from finite supplies of water. We’re  
hedging our bets, strategically.

In the past 12 months, CBWTP completed water 
transactions delivering new flows to more than 856 
miles of tributaries. Over the life of projects funded 
this year alone, streams in our region — and the fish, 

ecosystems and communities they sustain — will 
benefit from an additional 730,000 acre-feet of water.

These outcomes are driven by a spirit of cooperation 
and trust forged at kitchen tables, in pastures and 
along stream reaches, one project at a time. Since 
CBWTP began in 2003, collaborative efforts have 
resulted in the protection of 1.29 million acre-feet 
of streamflows to date, a volume large enough to 
submerge an area the size of Los Angeles under  
4 feet of water.

Our partners are building a 
reservoir of goodwill in Oregon, 
Washington, Idaho and Montana, 
and we believe it’s among the  
most important measures of the  
work we do. 

It’s the means to renewing stream habitats and 
creating even more social and ecological elasticity  
for the challenges ahead. This is a road map to 
adaptation in the face of a changing climate.

2 0 1 5  Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W

ACRE-FEET OF 
WATER ADDED
TO STREAMS IN 

OUR REGION 

730,000

COVER PHOTO: 
Project partners discussing flow plans on Lost Horse  
Creek, (MT).  Photo by Kim Wishcamper
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B A C K G R O U N D

The Pacific Northwest is abundant with streams 
branching to the region’s major rivers, which ultimately 
join to the Columbia River. Waterways arc across the 
Columbia Basin’s 250,000 square miles through the 
wilderness, forests and arid agricultural landscapes 
of Idaho, Montana, Oregon and Washington. Most 
tributaries are fed by rainfall and mountain snowpack, 
now on a diminishing trajectory. 

Legal rights dating to the 19th century provide that 
landowners may divert the waters of these streams 
for agricultural production. A long list of commodities 
is supported by irrigation — from cattle to carrot 
seed, from alfalfa to apples. 

During the growing season, demand for water 
often exceeds what nature can supply, especially 
in dry years. Under these conditions, flows are 
greatly diminished in sections of many streams. 
Water temperatures jump, compromising habitats 
dependent on water; some tributaries run dry. As a 
result, salmon, steelhead, trout and other fish may be 
unable to complete their lifecycles, impacting tribes 
and fishing communities that count on fish for their 
cultures and economies.

mission was to innovate and experiment to increase 
tributary flows. Over the years, CBWTP has worked 
with our partners to develop water transactions as 
strategic tools for restoring streams and watersheds.

A B O U T  T H E  N AT I O N A L  F I S H  
A N D  W I L D L I F E  F O U N D AT I O N

NFWF protects and restores our nation’s wildlife 
and habitats. Chartered by Congress in 1984, 
NFWF directs public conservation dollars to the 
most pressing environmental needs and matches 
those investments with private contributions. The 
Foundation works with government, nonprofit and 
corporate partners to find solutions for the most 
intractable conservation challenges. Over the past 
three decades, NFWF has helped fund more than 
4,500 initiatives and committed over $3.5 billion to 
conservation projects. 

NFWF manages the Columbia Basin Water 
Transactions Program with the Bonneville Power 
Administration. Metrics for each transaction 
completed in 2015 may be found on the website: 

www.cbwtp.org

A B O U T  T H E  P R O G R A M

The Columbia Basin Water Transactions Program  
(CBWTP) is the nation’s first effort to restore the 
health of tributaries on a regional scale. 

The focus of CBWTP is on enhancing streamflows 
to benefit the fish, wildlife and communities that 
depend on them.

CBWTP provides financial and technical support 
for partnerships of nonprofit organizations, state 
water agencies and tribes. Together, CBWTP works 
with ranchers, farmers, municipalities and irrigation 
districts on voluntary, market-based approaches to 
bring water use into balance, so streams stay wet and 
working landscapes remain productive.

Water transactions offer financial opportunities 
for agricultural producers to change management 
practices in ways that respect their livelihoods and 
enhance the health of waterways they care about.

H O W  C B W T P  B E G A N

More than a decade ago, the Bonneville Power 
Administration established a partnership with the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) 
in cooperation with the Northwest Power and 
Conservation Council to launch CBWTP at a time 
when using market approaches to restore water 
in streams was an emerging concept. Initially, the 
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The Columbia Basin includes portions of 
Idaho, Montana, Oregon and Washington. 
CBWTP is at work across this region, 
completing strategic transactions in 
tributaries that will provide the most 
significant biological benefits.

5



6



220
Total Active 
Transactions
in 2015

856
Stream Miles of 
Habitat Bene�ted by
NEW Stream�ows

34
NEW Transactions 
in 2015

134
Cubic Feet per Second NEW 
Protected Water Instream  

32,067
Acre-Feet NEW Protected 
Water Instream  

730,182
Acre-Feet Cumulative Protected 
Stream�ows for Life of 
Transactions Funded in 2015

880
Cubic Feet per Second
ALL Protected Stream�ows 
Since 2003 

2 0 1 5  K E Y  A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S *

*CBWTP and its partners develop and review water transactions carried out as part of the 
Columbia Basin Fish Accords with Idaho, the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation and 
the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation. Outcome information is included 
here, and additional details may be found in the appendix at CBWTP.org. PHOTO: (opposite page)  

Juvenile steelhead trout in 
the Yakima River (WA). 
Photo courtesy of the 
Yakama Nation
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A  S E C O N D 
C H A N C E  F O R  
L O S T  H O R S E 

BIT TERROOT RIVER VALLEY 

MONTANA

The Montana side of the Bitterroot 

Mountains forms an accordion of steep, snow-fed 
basins. Some creeks here generate a large enough 
volume of water to be considered rivers — if they 
were located in other parts of the country.

At 1,000 cubic feet per second (cfs), “Lost Horse 
Creek rolls 24-inch rocks like bowling balls,” says 
Jed Whiteley, project manager at the Clark Fork 
Coalition, one of CBWTP’s nonprofit partners in 
Montana. “In spring, you can’t hear yourself yelling 
when you’re standing next to it.” By summer, though, 
the experience becomes quite different.

Like many tributaries to the Bitterroot River, Lost 
Horse typically runs dry in its lower reach when 
irrigation diversions are active in summer and fall. 
Because of poor snowpack, 2015 was anything  
but typical. “It was one of the worst we’ve had in  
a hundred years,” Whiteley says. “Almost every creek 
disconnected from the river, except for Tin Cup  
and O’Brien, both of which have CBWTP water  
transactions on them.”

Now, Lost Horse can be added to the list of 
recovering waterways. “It wouldn’t be happening,” 
Whiteley says, “if not for CBWTP,” which filled the last 
funding gap on a long-desired project.
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“Back in the 1960s, my dad approached the soil 
conservation service about an alternative,” says Ron 
Porter, 70, a commissioner on the Ward Irrigation 
District, which his father helped to organize. “It was 
always kind of a dream of his, but nobody could 
afford it. He used to say, ‘Someday, I don’t know that 
we’ll be able to dike that stream.’ He knew it was an 
ugly sight.”

For the past 75 years or so, there was just one way 
to move water into an irrigation canal feeding the 
district’s 1,000 acres. Every summer, volunteers 
constructed a massive dike to capture flow from the 
Bitterroot and send it across Lost Horse, where the 
district also holds a water right. “They built it with 
horses and scoops in the old days,” says Porter. 

MORE CUBIC  
FEET OF WATER 

PER SECOND
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LOST HORSE CREEK 
MONTANA

Eventually, the dike would wash out and deliver its 
sediment to the river, but before that happened it 
created an impassable dam, closing off nearly all 
20 miles of Lost Horse. Bull trout were prevented 
from entering the cooler waters of the creek. 
Cutthroat trout were kept from the food they 
needed in the river. Every year, thousands of trout 
aimed for the Bitterroot but were sluiced into 
the irrigation ditch “to become fertilizer,” says 
Whiteley.

“Lost Horse is one of the few streams in the Bitterroot 
drainage where we have documented spawning by 
westslope cutthroat,” reports Chris Clancy, a fisheries 
biologist with the state of Montana. “And they are in 
tenuous shape.” 

Now, though, Lost Horse and its fish 
have a second chance. 

Ron Porter and his fellow volunteer 
commissioners spent hundreds of 
hours on the project. They worked 
with Whiteley to engage partners 
in a half-million-dollar feat that 
siphons water from the Bitterroot to 
the Ward District’s canal, bypassing 
the creek where CBWTP provided 
funds to protect up to 10 cfs of flows 
for the next 50 years. In this driest 
of summers, “it worked to keep Lost 

Horse wet,” says Porter. “I think it’s a real showpiece 
project.” Whiteley agrees. He believes it will be a good 
place for his young daughter to fish someday. “I’m going to 
bring her out and show her 
what dad does for a living.”

PHOTOS: (opposite page)  
Jed Whiteley, left, and  
Ron Porter enjoy 
their collaboration on  
Lost Horse Creek.  
Photo by Kim Wishcamper

(above) Emily Clark  
collects streamflow  
data on Lost Horse for  
the Clark Fork Coalition.  
Photos courtesy of the  
Clark Fork Coalition
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Dave Lund was born 70 years ago near  
Cle Elum, Washington, on the farm purchased by his 
grandfather in 1916. His son is the fourth generation 
to walk the banks of Big Creek, which irrigates the 
Lunds’ hayfields. “He’s a tree-hugger,” Lund says.  

“He convinced me to get leaner and meaner” when  
it comes to using water.

In 2010, Lund pioneered the first flow-improvement 
project on Big Creek, leaving some of his water right 
instream through a lease negotiated with Trout 
Unlimited – Washington Water Project (TU) and 
supported by CBWTP. A year later, he and five others 
from the Big Creek Water Users Association agreed to 
a 60-month deal. Then came the scorching summer 
of 2015, on the heels of an alarmingly trivial winter 
snowpack. “Never seen a drier year,” he says.

“Once the trust is established,” TU project manager 
Aaron Penvose says, “you can do good things, more 
opportunities present themselves.” While other 
members of the Water Users Association also agreed 
to limit diversions in 2015, the severity of the water 
shortage compelled Lund to reduce even further. Like 
a water-users’ game of limbo, the goal was to see how 
low he could go with TU’s help. After a first cutting of 
high-quality hay, he stopped irrigating on May 1 and 
used payments on the water lease to cover revenue 
he would have generated from a second cut. “We 
know what we can do now,” Lund says.

W R I N G I N G  M O R E 
D R O P S  F R O M  
A  D R Y  Y E A R 

YAKIMA RIVER VALLEY

WA SHINGTON

MORE CUBIC  
FEET OF WATER 

PER SECOND

1.7
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With CBWTP’s assistance, an additional 1.7 cfs 
stayed in the creek as a result, equivalent to about 
30 percent of the lowest flows recorded during the 
last severe drought a decade ago. In addition, the 
project secured what Penvose calls “insurance water” 
before and after the late-season flows, an innovation 
supported by Jon Kohr, habitat biologist with the 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife.  

“More water in the margins benefits all salmon 
because they’re rearing year-round,” he says.

Early flows provide improved passage and spawning 
conditions for threatened summer steelhead, and 
a cooler refuge for juvenile spring Chinook. Late 
season flows are especially helpful to coho, a run that 
is now being reintroduced by the Yakama Nation.

Kohr considers the 13.5-mile Big Creek “one of 
the most pristine tributaries in the upper Yakima 
watershed,” and its significance to salmon recovery 
in the basin makes it a focus for CBWTP.

Another CBWTP partner, Washington Water Trust, 
is crafting substantial transactions on the opposite 
bank. “Big Creek is going to be a great story,” says 
project manager Greg McLaughlin.

This year, the Kittitas Reclamation District also 
played a role in keeping the creek wet under dire 
circumstances. In one of the first efforts of its 
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BIG CREEK 
WA SHINGTON

kind, the district 
supplemented flows 
in Big Creek and seven 
other tributaries by 
using “canal systems 
built in the 1920s for 
purposes people hadn’t 
thought of originally,” says 
Urban Eberhart, who became 
the new manager in June. 
The district effectively 
loaned water to these streams in the upper Yakima; it 
then flowed into the mainstem where it stayed until 
reaching district irrigation diversions at the lower 
end of the watershed. 

“With our partners, we’re mapping out how we’re all 
going to survive into the next century,” Eberhart says. 
It’s a notion Dave Lund echoes. “Hopefully, we can 
keep the fish happy — and us, too.” 

PHOTOS: (opposite page) Big Creek offers 
habitat for summer steelhead, spring 
Chinook and coho. Photo by Jeff Gersh 

(left) Dave Lund is working to use as little of 
the creek’s water as possible to irrigate his 
hayfields. Photo by Aaron Penvose
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At one time, La Grande, Oregon, collected its 
drinking water from a valley tucked into the Blue 
Mountains and watched over by Swainson’s hawks and 
golden eagles. “This area has never been logged,” says 
Norm Paullus, manager of public works for the city. 

At The Freshwater Trust, one of CBWTP’s partners, 
Mike Jolliffe wondered if that water, no longer used 
by La Grande, might be put to work refreshing an 
altogether different population. 

During the hot days of summer, the city’s one-story dam 
can hold up to 560 acre-feet of water in the La Grande 
Reservoir, an expanse large enough that rowing a  
boat shore-to-shore is a 30-minute trip. For decades, 
from the bottom of the pool, a pipe has passively 
released water in the low 50-degree range into  
Beaver Creek, which delivers the cool plume 13.5 miles 
later to its confluence with the much warmer Grande 
Ronde River. 

“Historically, the river was a fish machine, but its flows 
depend on snowpack,” says Ted Sedell, biologist with 
the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife. “This 
year’s flow and temperatures gave us a preview of 
what the norm may look like with climate change 
impacts in another 60 years.” 

Current warming trends makes Beaver Creek a 
strategic asset. “It’s one of the coldest contributing 

T U R N I N G  A 
R E S E R V O I R  I N T O 

A  R E F U G E 

GR ANDE RONDE VALLEY 

OREGON

12



tributaries in the upper river — three to four degrees 
cooler than its neighbors,” Sedell reports. It’s no 
surprise that in summer “the pool below Beaver 
Creek is a busy place, filled with fish waiting for the 
rains to come,” says Jolliffe.

In 2012, and again in 2013, The Freshwater Trust 
tracked flows from the dam and measured a 
temperature drop at the confluence. This year, 
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BEAVER CREEK 
OREGON

with CBWTP’s support, they negotiated a 20-year 
agreement with the city, leasing 168 acre-feet of 
reservoir water for use from mid-July to the end of 
August, the period of greatest biological need for 
Chinook and steelhead that use the creek and river. 

These senior water rights are now protected below 
the dam for 32 miles, including 18 miles of the 
Grande Ronde.

In coming years, Jolliffe and his colleagues will 
adaptively manage the timing and amount of water 
sent below the dam based on temperature, fish 
responses and data modeling. Their aim is to use 
the releases as precisely as possible for the greatest 
benefit to fish.

Paullus calls this “a landmark project, because 
we’re enhancing streamflows for the ecosystem and 
expanding uses for the water.” But he and Jolliffe are 
also stewarding another aspect of the collaboration, 
which may turn out to provide an even more 
significant biological stimulus. 

Above the reservoir, Beaver Creek holds at least 
another 14 miles of sublime but inaccessible 
habitat. The city has now completed plans for a 
sophisticated $2 million effort that will eliminate 
a 10-foot drop at the dam and open it to fish 
migration by inserting a channel with the natural 
features of a stream. 

Because funding from the water transaction will help 
support habitat and passage enhancements, “Every 
dollar on this project gets spent twice for restoration,” 
says Jolliffe. “The multiplier effect is awesome.” 
Looking ahead, Sedell predicts, “Beaver Creek certainly 
will become an important refuge.” 

PHOTOS: (opposite page)  
The La Grande Reservoir is 
now a strategic cold water 
supply for Beaver Creek. 

(left) Flows released from 
the reservoir. 
Photos courtesy of  
The Freshwater Trust 

(above) Improving 
tributary flows can make 
a difference for spawning 
Chinook salmon.  
Photo by  
Mary Edwards

BEFORE

AFTER
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O P E N I N G  T H E  
D O O R  O N  A N  

H I S T O R I C  C R E E K

SALMON RIVER VALLEY 

IDAHO

When William Clark and his fellow explorers 
paused here to do a bit of fishing in August of 1805, 
they designated it “Sammon Creek,” perhaps in honor 
of their good fortune: they landed “a salmon about  
6 pounds weight.” 

The name that eventually stuck — Carmen Creek — 
derives from Benjamin Carmen, who started a sawmill 
on the creek’s upper stretch. At the time his operation 
was running, in the last quarter of the 19th century, 
water from this major tributary to the Salmon River 
was already fully appropriated for agriculture. 

Idaho Department of Fish and Game biologists noted 
the resilience of the creek’s fish in an inventory 
published in the summer of 1965: “Despite the 
heavy irrigation demand, a small run of salmon and 
steelhead utilize a portion of the spawning area.” The 
descendants of these fish still return to the creek, 
where CBWTP’s local partner reached a notable 
turning point in 2015. “Many years, the redds of 
Snake River steelhead go dry in the lower stretches,” 
says Morgan Case, program manager with the Idaho  
Water Resource Board. “Not this year.” 

This year, a permanent water transaction supported 
by CBWTP moved a diversion 3 miles downstream to 
the mouth of the creek, where flows are not a limiting 
factor for fish, and provided for two landowners to 
shift from flood to sprinkler irrigation.  

14



“This was the major dewatering and entrainment 
point for all fish coming down Carmen Creek,” says 
state biologist Patrick Murphy. “At low water times, it 
was taking 90 percent of the flow — and the fish.”

As a result of the project, the entire 15 miles of 
stream channel are wet year-round, jump-starting 
the process of mending a fractured ecosystem. 

Because the lower portions of the Salmon River can 
reach temperatures in the mid-70s, cold water from 
the headwaters of the Beaverhead Mountains spilling 
from Carmen Creek is a clarion call to fish. “It’s one  
of the few places where we know we have 20 to 40 
wild steelhead spawning every year,” Murphy says.  
In addition, resident cutthroat and bull trout now 
have opportunities to migrate, grow larger  
and produce more offspring.

For rancher Bill Slavin, the new irrigation system 
simplifies his life. He no longer has to clean  
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PHOTOS:  (opposite page) Carmen Creek is on the mend.  
Photo by Amy Cassel

(below left) Sampling steelhead from Carmen Creek.  
Photo courtesy Idaho Department of Fish and Game

(below right) Ranchland under irrigation near Carmen Creek.  
Photo by Mike Grippi

2 miles of ditch each spring, or make multiple 
time-consuming trips every day to tinker with flow 
adjustments; nor must he worry about rains washing 
out the ditch and damaging residential properties  
in a neighboring subdivision. “It relieves us of a  
lot of headaches,” Slavin says. “And we’ll get  
better production.” He estimates a 25 percent 
increase in his alfalfa crop. 

“It’s the first water transaction in this important 
tributary,” says Case. “And we’re working with 
long-time community members. They share their 
good experience, and that builds more support  
up and down the creek.”

Murphy cites a long list of other achievements on 
Carmen Creek in the past decade, including nearly 
two dozen passage projects such as new fish screens, 
a pair of major culvert replacements and a growing 
roster of riparian easements. “The door’s wide open 

for steelhead now,” he 
says. And although 
Chinook have not 
spawned in these 
waters since the 1960s, 

“we’re starting to open 
the door for salmon too,” 
Murphy notes. Bill Slavin 
would welcome that 
change. “Oh yeah, we’d 
sure like to see salmon 
back in the creek.” 
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It’s another July on the Lostine River in  
northeast Oregon. It’s snowing. The first Chinook 
have arrived to the clear swollen currents that pour 
over the ancient stone of the Eagle Cap Wilderness. 
My face burns in the sun as I measure flows near an 
irrigation diversion that feeds a second cutting of 
alfalfa. I smile with the memory of what a biologist 
with the Nez Perce tribe once told me.  

“The Chinook,” he said, “arrive  
when the snow falls in July.”  

His comments came during my first day on the job, 
and I figured I was being presented a teasing riddle 
reserved for all newcomers. The reality is that it does 
snow every July in Wallowa County.

Cottonwoods rely on an intricately timed dance of 
unfettered flows and sediment. They disperse their 
white snowflake-like seeds into summer winds on 
the chance of finding bare ground among new gravel 
bars formed above receding currents.

Chinook, too, have returned with their seed for as 
long as anyone can remember, though in the early 
1990s less than 50 fish did so despite the predictable 
blizzard of cottonwood and clean gravel. It was 
then that biologists and Nez Perce tribal members, 
fearful of losing a species in a river pristine enough 
to host a robust population of bull trout, began 
a supplementation program and discussions of 
restoration to preserve the fading genetics of an 
iconic stock of salmon.

The reasons salmon have declined are well-known. 
The evolutionary dance of flows and fish has been 
interrupted by a pace of human development with 
which the rest of nature has a hard time keeping step. 

The year 2015 marked a winter of record low 
snowpack and a summer of diminished natural 
streamflows. For the past 11 years, The Freshwater 
Trust — with CBWTP’s support and funding — has 
been paying irrigators to ensure that salmon make 
it to their historic spawning grounds by keeping a 
minimum of 15 cfs of flow in the river during the late 
irrigation season. In some years, that means forgoing 
a final cutting of hay; other years, it means managing 
water just a little differently. 

S N O W  I N  J U LY B Y  A A R O N  M A X W E L L

16



I’m in the Lostine Tavern having lunch with Art, 
Leonard and Sonny. Together, they manage irrigation 
ditches that pull water from the Lostine River to 
irrigate valuable forage crops, the lifeblood of the 
community. 

Sonny, aged by the sun and speaking in a sailor’s 
vernacular, worries about who will take over the 
farm when he passes. Art, always with a sparkle 
in his eye, reminisces about days as a child spent 
drinking lemonade and watching Chinook and bull 
trout clear a diversion structure. Leonard, just back 
from an annual fishing trip to Alaska, makes jokes 
about “greenies,” but tells me he’s secretly a bit of a 
tree hugger himself.

This year, despite the drought, cottonwoods 
bloomed and more than 15 cfs of cool flowing water 
greeted some 1,500 Chinook at the Lostine weir. 
In the sequenced fashion of years past, fish were 
tracked, redds counted, carcasses dissected, flows 
measured and data tabulated; later, hay was sold, 
cattle shipped, checks cut, coffee sipped and jokes 
told. 

This year is different, though. 

Sonny, Art, Leonard and others want to celebrate 
what we’ve been able to accomplish during a water 
year as tough as any can remember — not just by 
reminiscing, but by thinking ahead to future farms 

and fish and imagining what more we might do to 
meet tomorrow’s water challenges. 

In 2015, this partnership became about something 
larger than just bringing Lostine Chinook back from 
the brink. 

It became about the unspoken realization that 
all species, the human species included, have 
evolved with the seasons; that there is a kind of 
transcendence that happens when our efforts are in 
sync, when we’re stepping together, anticipating the 
next July snow.

Aaron Maxwell is the Flow Restoration Project 
Manager in northeastern Oregon for The 
Freshwater Trust. He holds a bachelor’s degree in 
microbiology from the University of Montana and 
a master’s degree in biology with an emphasis in 
fisheries and hydrology from Southern Oregon 
University. When not in the field on assignment, 
Aaron enjoys tracing the contours of wild places  
and listening to the rustle of leaves with  
his wife, daughter and newborn son.

PHOTO: The Lostine River near the  
confluence with the Wallowa River in 
Northeastern Oregon. 
Photo by Aaron Maxwell
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CLARK FORK  
COALITION
406.542.0539 
clarkfork.org 
Contact: Karen Knudsen 
karen@clarkfork.org

DESCHUTES RIVER  
CONSERVANCY
541.382.4077 
deschutesriver.org 
Contact: Brett Golden 
brett@deschutesriver.org 

IDAHO WATER  
RESOURCES BOARD
208.762.2803 
idwr.idaho.gov 
Contact: Amy Cassel 
amy.cassel@idwr.idaho.gov

MONTANA WATER  
RESOURCES DIVISION
406.721.4284 
dnrc.mt.gov/wrd 
Contact: Tim Davis 
timdavis@mt.gov

OREGON WATER  
RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
503.986.0819 
wrd.state.or.us 
Contact: Dwight French 
dwight.w.french@state.or.us

THE FRESHWATER TRUST 
503.222.9091x16 
thefreshwatertrust.org 
Contact: Caylin Barter 
caylin@thefreshwatertrust.org

TROUT UNLIMITED –  
MONTANA WATER PROJECT
406.522.7291x101  
montanatu.org 
Contact: Meg Casey 
mcasey@tu.org

TROUT UNLIMITED –  
WASHINGTON WATER PROJECT
509.888.0970  
tu.org/tu-programs/western-water 
Contact: Lisa Pelly 
lpelly@tu.org

WALLA WALLA WATERSHED  
MANAGEMENT PARTNERSHIP
509.524.5216 
wallawallawatershed.org 
Contact: Chris Hyland 
cris.hyland@wwcc.edu

WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT  
OF ECOLOGY
509.575.2640 
ecy.wa.gov 
Contact: Kelsey Collins 
kesi461@ecy.wa.gov

WASHINGTON WATER TRUST
206.675.1585 
washingtonwatertrust.org 
Contact: Susan Adams 
susan@washingtonwatertrust.org

P R O G R A M  PA R T N E R S
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F Y 1 5  E X P E N S E S 
CLARK FORK COALITION ..................................................................... $159,417

CONFEDERATED TRIBES OF THE UMATILLA INDIAN RESERVATION .........$18,070

DESCHUTES RIVER CONSERVANCY ...................................................... $249,260

IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES ...................................... $328,415

NATIONAL FISH AND WILDLIFE FOUNDATION ..................................... $523,855

OREGON WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT ..........................................$72,378

THE FRESHWATER TRUST  ................................................................... $284,036

TROUT UNLIMITED – MONTANA WATER PROJECT ............................... $102,967

TROUT UNLIMITED – WASHINGTON WATER PROJECT .......................... $258,163

WALLA WALLA WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PARTNERSHIP ....................$56,360

WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY ............................................ $58,377

WASHINGTON WATER TRUST .............................................................. $207,339

WATER TRANSACTIONS .................................................................... $2,648,289

TOTAL* ............................................................................................ $4,966,926

*Funding provided through BPA projects #2002-013-01; #2008-608-00;  
#2008-206-00; #2008-104-00
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National Fish and  
Wildlife Foundation
421 SW Sixth Avenue, Ste. 950 
Portland, OR 97204 
503.417.8700
www.cbwtp.org

Scott McCaulou
Program Director, CBWTP 
National Fish and  
Wildlife Foundation 
scott.mccaulou@nfwf.org

Christopher H. Furey, Esq 
Policy Analyst  
Bonneville Power Administration 
chfurey@bpa.gov

Printed on 100% post-consumer fiber paper.

A project of the  
National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation 
working with the 
Bonneville Power 
Administration (BPA). 
The Columbia Basin 
Water Transactions 
Program is made 
possible in large part 
through funding by the 
BPA in cooperation with 
the Northwest Power 
and Conservation 
Council.


