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HIStoRy
In 2002, the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) established  

a partnership with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) 

to develop a program supporting innovative, voluntary transactions 

to improve streamflows in the Columbia Basin states of Idaho, 

Montana, Oregon, and Washington. As a result of legal water with-

drawals for irrigation during the peak growing season, stretches 

of many streams and rivers run low—and sometimes dry—with 

significant consequences for imperiled salmon, steelhead, trout, 

and other fish and wildlife. Using permanent acquisitions, leases, 

purchased water saved through efficiency gains, and other innovative  

approaches, such as auctions, the Columbia Basin Water Transactions  

Program (CBWTP) supports program partners who assist farmers, 

ranchers, and irrigation districts in restoring flows to benefit  

existing habitat.

NFWF works in partnership with the Bonneville Power Administration 

to manage the CBWTP through a cooperative funding agreement. 

The CBWTP helps communities recover imperiled fish under 

guiding frameworks from the National Marine Fisheries Service 

and the Northwest Power and Conservation Council (NWPCC).  

For additional information, please see www.cbwtp.org.

Cover photo copyright © Thomas C. Kline, Jr.

MISSIon

To support innovative, voluntary, grassroots water 
transactions that improve flows to tributary streams  
and rivers in the communities of the Columbia Basin.

ABout tHe nAtIonAl FISH  
And WIldlIFe FoundAtIon
A nonprofit established by Congress in 1984, the National  

Fish and Wildlife Foundation sustains, restores, and enhances  

the nation’s fish, wildlife, plants, and habitats. NFWF creates 

partnerships between the public and private sectors to strategically 

invest in conservation and the sustainable use of natural resources. 

With these partners, the foundation is dedicated to achieving 

maximum conservation results by developing and applying best 

practices and innovative methods for measurable outcomes. To 

date, NFWF has awarded 10,800 grants to 3,700 organizations  

in the United States and abroad, and has leveraged—with its 

partners—$490 million in federal funds, for a total of $1.6 billion 

to support national conservation priorities. The Western Partnership 

Office, which opened in September 2000, manages the CBWTP 

with the Bonneville Power Administration. For more information, 

visit www.nfwf.org.
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“there’s no question that the cBWtp is the  
respected authority for instream flow restoration  
in the western united states. they understand the  
law and the science; they have the experience. the 
cBWtp is the nexus of this work. for the highest 
likelihood of success, they need to be involved.”

todd Reeve, dIReCtoR oF WAteRSHed pRoGRAMS

Bonneville environmentAl foundAtion



MAxIMUM rATe OF NeW FlOWS  
reSTOred TO STreAMS 145 cuBic feet per second

MAxIMUM ANNUAl vOlUMe  
OF WATer reSTOred TO STreAMS 21,416 Acre-feet

TOTAl vOlUMe OF WATer reSTOred  
TO STreAMS FOr lIFe OF FY09 

TrANSACTIONS 492,218 Acre-feet

AddITIONAl MAxIMUM ANNUAl vOlUMe 
OF WATer reSTOred TO STreAMS AS A 

reSUlT OF FY03 –FY08 TrANSACTIONS 58,917Acre-feet

MIleS OF TrIBUTArIeS  
eNhANCed BY NeW FlOWS 277miles

Data for 2009 transactions completed as part of BPA project 2002-013-01.

Key Accomplishments

Over the life of projects that the CBWTP has supported  
to date, about 4.8 million acre-feet of water is committed  
to boosting flows for imperiled species of fish in chronically  
oversubscribed streams throughout the Columbia Basin.09
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MAxIMUM rATe OF  
NeW FlOWS reSTOred  

TO STreAMS 31 cuBic feet per second

MAxIMUM ANNUAl  
vOlUMe OF WATer  

reSTOred TO STreAMS 1,818 Acre-feet

TOTAl vOlUMe OF WATer 
reSTOred TO STreAMS 

FOr The lIFe OF The 
TrANSACTIONS 164,638 Acre-feet

MIleS OF TrIBUTArIeS  
eNhANCed BY  

NeW FlOWS 7miles

Data for 2009 transactions completed as part of BPA project 2008-608-00.

Water transactions for the Idaho Accord, a federal salmon recovery 
agreement launched in 2009, are reviewed by the CBWTP through 
its partnership with the Idaho Water resource Board. These projects 
are focused in the lemhi and Pahsimeroi river Basins. 

Idaho Accord Water Transaction Outcomes
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ClARk FoRk CoAlItIon
(MontAnA WAteR tRuSt)
140 S Fourth Street West, Unit #1
Missoula, MT 59801
406.542.0539
www.clarkfork.org
CONTACT: Karen Knudsen
karen@clarkfork.org

deSCHuteS RIveR ConSeRvAnCy
700 NW hill Street
Bend, Or 97701
541.382.4077
www.deschutesriver.org
CONTACT: Scott McCaulou
scott@deschutesrc.org 

tHe FReSHWAteR tRuSt 
65 SW Yamhill Street, Suite 300
Portland, Or 97204 
503.222.9091
www.thefreshwatertrust.org
CONTACT: Jennifer Bloeser
jennifer@thefreshwatertrust.org

IdAHo depARtMent  
oF WAteR ReSouRCeS
The Idaho Water Center
322 e Front Street
PO Box 83720
Boise, Id 83720
208.287.4838
www.idwr.idaho.gov
CONTACT: Morgan Case
morgan.case@idwr.idaho.gov

MontAnA WAteR  
ReSouRCeS dIvISIon
PO Box 5004
helena, MT 59806
406.721.4284
www.dnrc.mt.gov/wrd
CONTACT: ethan Mace
emace@mt.gov

oReGon WAteR ReSouRCeS  
depARtMent
725 Summer Street Ne, Suite A
Salem, Or 97301
503.986.0819
www.wrd.state.or.us
CONTACT: dwight French
frenchdw@wrd.state.or.us

tRout unlIMIted 
MontAnA WAteR pRojeCt
423 N last Chance Gulch
PO Box 412
helena, MT 59624 
406.449.9922 
www.montanatu.org
CONTACT: Stan Bradshaw
sbradshaw@tu.org

tRout unlIMIted  
WASHInGton WAteR pRojeCt
(Washington rivers Conservancy)
103 Palouse, Suite 14
Wenatchee, WA 98801
509.888.0970 
www.tu.org/conservation/western-
water-project/washington
CONTACT: lisa Pelly
lpelly@tu.org

WASHInGton depARtMent  
oF eColoGy
415 W Yakima Avenue, Suite 200
Yakima, WA 98902 
509.457.7140
www.ecy.wa.gov
CONTACT: Bob Barwin 
rbar461@ecy.wa.gov

WASHInGton WAteR tRuSt
1530 Westlake Avenue N, Suite 400
Seattle, WA 98109 
206.675.1585
www.thewatertrust.org
CONTACT: Susan Adams
susan@washingtonwatertrust.org

program partners
The Columbia Basin Water Transactions Program works closely 
with its state and local partners, or Qualified local entities (Qles), 
to develop water transactions with landowners, producers, and  
irrigation districts in Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and Montana.
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Far from most urban centers and main streets, the tributaries of the Columbia Basin are out of sight and out  
of mind for many people. 

In contrast, the region’s field biologists, water managers, water transaction specialists, people who fish, and  
especially those who depend on water for their livelihoods—irrigators and landowners—know these streams from 
close observation and experience. They know that tributaries are irreplaceable refuges for wildlife and for salmon, 
steelhead, and resident trout. Most of these people have walked the lush edges of river corridors empty of fish.

hundreds of miles of compromised tributaries can be found in the Columbia Basin. during the irrigation season, 
stretches of some streams become dry or dewatered from water diversions that exceed what streams can  
support, reducing usable habitat and preventing the passage of fish to upper reaches. But that’s changing.

More than a decade of relationship-building with irrigators around the region is shifting the century-long status quo. 
In 2009 alone, the CBWTP supported water transactions that enhanced flows in 277 miles of tributaries. Places 
you’ll read about in this year’s report, like Salmon Creek in Washington, now live up to their namesake.

With over $4 million in funding from the Bonneville Power Administration, the CBWTP and its partners restored 
more than 21,000 acre-feet of water in 2009, and 145 cubic feet per second of flows. But numbers tell only a small 
part of the evolving story. 

last year, the CBWTP was also asked to engage in new partnerships for water transactions. One of these,  
the Columbia Basin Fish Accords, will expand the program’s technical assistance and scientific review to  
a decade of transactions with the Colville, Yakama, and Umatilla tribes in Washington and Oregon, and  
with the Office of Species Conservation in Idaho.

We look forward to more in 2010.

Sincerely,

Christopher h. Furey, esq.     Andrew Purkey 
polICy AnAlySt, BonnevIlle poWeR AdMInIStRAtIon nFWF pRoGRAM dIReCtoR, CBWtp 
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“The auction was a huge first step; 
it was really exciting to see trust 
water show up in the historic dry 
stretch of the creek.”

SHeRRy SWAnSon

PrOJeCT MANAGer 

KITTITAS COUNTY CONServATION dISTrICT 

A Novel Water 
Auction helps 
Break Barriers

After
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At one time, salmon were sufficiently abundant in  
Manastash Creek to support an aboriginal fishing camp 
along its waters. But since the late 19th century, fish  
populations have plummeted. That may soon change. With 
support from the CBWTP, Trout Unlimited–Washington  
Water Project (formerly the Washington rivers Conservancy) 
has completed a landmark effort. In a portion of the creek 
that has gone dry from a century of agricultural diversions, 
flows will permanently increase by 3 cubic feet per second 
during the irrigation season, from April through November. 

About 5 miles upstream of its confluence with the Yakima,  
Manastash Creek typically becomes a 3.25-mile barrier  
of dry cobblestones, leaving some 30 miles of healthy 
habitat empty of anadromous fish. To begin the process  
of bridging this dry gap, Washington Water Project (WWP) 
designed and facilitated a public education effort culminating 
with an innovative event: a reverse auction. landowners 
submitted sealed bids to sell water at a price not to exceed  
a ceiling or reserve amount. 

The bids were reviewed by a committee that included 
participation from the Kittitas County Conservation district, 
the Washington department of Fish and Wildlife, the U.S. 
Bureau of reclamation, and the Yakama Nation. “We were 
delighted with the results and support from local irrigators,” 
says lisa Pelly, director of WWP. “We met our goal, and 
now we’re off to a good start on re-watering the creek.”  
The promise of flows was met with a multimillion-dollar  
investment by the Bonneville Power Administration and 

t ucked into the slopes of the Wenatchee National Forest 
northeast of Mount rainier, Manastash Creek gathers itself 
from a 100-square-mile watershed and joins the Yakima river 

near ellensburg, Washington. 

BefOre

the Washington State department of Fish and Wildlife  
to improve passage on the creek and add fish screens to  
diversions. dale Bambrick, biologist and eastern Washington  
branch chief for the National Marine Fisheries Service, 
says, “I’ve been working in the Yakima Basin for over 20 
years, and there has been a lack of trust among water 
users here. I think that’s changing. The voluntary market-
place makes them more comfortable. There’s goodwill 
here now about instream flow.” 

The new flows will complement systemwide restoration 
investments that, in the fall of 2010, will likely yield the 
first returns of coho in more than a century. “The habitat’s 
good, “dale says. “when you can get to it. So reconnecting  
Manastash Creek is a compelling project. Ultimately, you 
could see 50 or more spawning pairs of steelhead and 
possibly more than a thousand coho.”
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“Some economists would argue that 
altruistic behavior is irrational, but 
this program demonstrates that 
stewardship motivates people, that 
being part of a restoration effort  
is satisfying and rewarding.”

BRuCe AylWARd

dIreCTOr, eCOSYSTeM eCONOMICS

Now, Anyone 
Can help 
Restore  
Streamflows
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“This is the first national, voluntary, market-based funding 
program to restore streamflows,” says Todd reeve, director  
of watershed programs for BeF. “It’s an opportunity for  
businesses and individuals to take responsibility for their 
own water consumption by returning to the environment an 
amount of water equal to what they use,” Todd explains. 

Anyone can now purchase BeF’s Water restoration  
Certificates (WrCs). each certificate represents 1,000 
gallons of water dedicated to a critically dewatered stream 
during the irrigation season, when flows are lowest or, in 
some cases, nonexistent. Funds generated by the sale of 
WrCs compensate landowners for voluntarily dedicating 
water rights to enhancing streamflows. 

To ensure that buyers of certificates can have confidence 
in the environmental return on their investment, BeF 
turned to the CBWTP. “The genesis of the nuts and bolts  
of creating our program—the logistical elements of  
review, certification, and verification—was done with  
the CBWTP,” Todd says. “Their independent validation  
of each water restoration project confirms that the water 
can be protected, that it will stay instream, and that  
it will produce ecological benefits.” 

Additionally, throughout each irrigation season, flow  
is measured and verified by water trusts or agencies  
in participating states. The program is now active in  
Oregon and Montana, where the CBWTP’s nonprofit  
water-trust partners facilitate the transactions. “They 
have the experience and the capacity; they’re the  
backbone of the effort,” Todd says. 

A groundbreaking partnership between the CBWTP and the 
Bonneville environmental Foundation (BeF), a Portland-based 
nonprofit, opens the door for individuals and businesses across 

the country to participate in water transactions.

On evans Creek, a tributary to the epic rogue river near 
Grants Pass, Oregon, Water restoration Certificates have 
already helped the Freshwater Trust improve late-summer 
flows for steelhead and coho by about 50 percent. 

 

For additional information or to test-
drive BeF’s water-use calculator, visit

www.b-e-f.org/water/cert
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“We’re really proud to be  
part of a solution that puts  
water back in Salmon Creek  
and allows our agricultural  
community to make a living.” 

joHn BARtellA

MANAGer, OKANOGAN IrrIGATION dISTrICT

Salmon Creek 
lives Up to Its 
Name—Again
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Of the many tributaries to the Okanogan, one of them—
Salmon Creek—was historically a bustling center for fish. 
For about 70 years, though, since the Bureau of reclamation 
(reclamation) established a dam and diversion system  
for the 10,000-acre Okanogan Irrigation district (OId),  
the creek’s namesake has been rare. 

Over a distance of more than 4 miles above its confluence 
with the Okanogan, the creek is typically a dry passage-
barrier during the irrigation season, its water sent to raise 
hay and pasture and to irrigate fruit orchards. As a result, 
11 robust miles of stream beyond the point of diversion 
have not held fish in decades. Greg Mclaughlin, a project 
manager with Washington Water Trust (WWT), says of this 
stretch, “It’s known among local biologists as remarkable 
habitat for steelhead.”

limited water in the basin created a dispute between 
the Confederated Tribes of the Colville reservation and 
landowners in the irrigation district. A court case seemed 
inevitable until the CBWTP funded a last-ditch plan in 2007. 
Staff of WWT negotiated a two-year pilot agreement with 
OId that restored flows of 700 acre-feet during the critical 
period in spring and early summer when steelhead arrive 
in Salmon Creek for spawning. With the conflict on hold, 
WWT used this time to facilitate a long-term outcome 

that has all sides nodding approval. Major support from 
the CBWTP in 2009 opened the way for OId to sign a deal 
sustaining the 700-acre-foot flow enhancement for 10 years. 
In addition, WWT secured agreement from reclamation for 
an additional 500 acre-feet over the next decade.

Still, flows of 1,200 acre-feet were far lower than what river 
experts thought was needed for fish to pass up the creek. 
Colville biologists dreamed up a fix. They hand-built a first-
of-its-kind “low-flow channel” into the cobbles of the wide, 
shallow creek. This simple, inexpensive technique reduced 
the need for flows by a dramatic 1,800 acre-feet and  
eliminated the cost and intrusion of water pumps and  
channel reconstruction projects. 

In May 2009, 49 adult steelhead returned to spawn for the 
first time in three-quarters of a century. Biologists estimate  
that Salmon Creek’s success could ultimately increase  
steelhead production in the U.S. portion of the Okanogan by 
30 to 50 percent. “This project is a testament to the ability  
of the tribes and the irrigation district to work together for 
natural resources,” says Joe Peone, director of fish and wild-
life with the Confederated Tribes of the Colville reservation. 

t he Okanogan Basin is a vast territory spanning north central 
Washington and southern British Columbia. It’s the most northern 
watershed accessible to anadromous fish in the Columbia river 

system, with roughly one-third of it occupying a 2,500-square-mile  
footprint in Washington State. Salmon and steelhead that make it to  
this portion of the Okanogan traverse nine dams and dodge countless 
predators and dead ends. They are magnificent survivors. 
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“The CBWTP and its water trust 
partners are the go-to entities for 
water transactions. They have a 
wealth of experience that comes 
from years of work in relationship-
building with people that most 
entities don’t know how to deal 
with—private landowners and 
water-rights holders.”

RICk GeoRGe

PrOGrAM MANAGer OF eNvIrONMeNTAl PlANNING 

ANd rIGhTS PrOTeCTION, CONFederATed TrIBeS  

OF The UMATIllA INdIAN reServATION

New  
partnerships 
and More  
opportunities
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As a result, the CBWTP will now be providing technical 
assistance and scientific review for water transactions 
proposed through the Columbia Basin Fish Accords  
in Washington and Oregon. 

For rick George, a program manager with the  
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian reservation,  
the closer collaboration means an increase in the scale  
of outcomes. “The CBWTP is now coming of age, and  
the partnership with the tribes will help it meet its 
potential in watershed scale restoration. I expect their 
expertise in transactions, in tapping resources, in utilizing 
people’s energy will produce significant results,” rick 
says. he continues, “The tribe’s vision in the Walla Walla 
Basin and beyond is what it has been in the Umatilla— 
restoring flows and fish, maintaining the economy,  
and doing it in a decade or less.” 

Andrew Purkey, program director of the CBWTP, is  
enthusiastic about the new opportunities as well. “The 
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian reservation 
have been at the forefront of flow restoration. They and  
the other Accord partners are clearly committed, and  
we look forward to working side by side.” In addition to 
the Umatilla, the CBWTP will be joining in projects with 
the Confederated Tribes of the Colville reservation as well 
as the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama  
Nation. Similarly, the CBWTP will be expanding its efforts 
in Idaho as the Accords open up new possibilities there. 

In 2009, the CBWTP reviewed transaction efforts that  
resulted in over 25 cubic feet per second of additional 

t he CBWTP’s partnership with Columbia Basin tribes enters a 
new phase in 2009 with a federal salmon recovery agreement 
that will support a decade of restoration programs. 

flows in the lower lemhi, providing access to more than 
50 miles of top-quality habitat for chinook, steelhead, 
and bull trout.
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how has the practice and science of water  
transactions changed since you began your  
pioneering work in the field some 15 years ago?
I first began working on transactions with the Oregon Water 
Trust. At that time, how to get the best ecological benefits 
was an open question; this was a new field. So, transactions 
started out opportunistically. If you could find someone 
willing to do a deal in a place that needed water, it was 
probably going to happen. The approach is much more 
strategic now with the CBWTP. There’s a lot more focus  
on flow conditions in the most important streams; there’s  
also more strategic analysis of the water rights themselves.  
We want to make sure we get the benefits out of the water.  
So we’re asking: Is it wet water? Will it be protected? 
Additionally, we now understand that flow alone is not  
a sufficient outcome; we’re thinking about habitat and water 
quality conditions—about larger ecological processes and  
interactions. The science of environmental flows has been 
advancing, too. Many scientists are now working on how 
much water a system requires and how to balance ecological  
and human needs. historically, instream flow work focused  
on a limited number of flow conditions, most often with some 
minimum flows. In other words, we were just using single 
numbers. The science has progressed to a hard look at how 
flow relates to ecology and biology, and at the entire hydrologic 
regime, including timing and variability of high and low flows. 
We’re trying to understand what’s needed for fish, for channel 
formation and maintenance, for macroinvertebrates, and so 
forth. There’s a great deal of work in this arena. 

how would you characterize the ecological and 
community benefits of water transactions as they 
become more widespread in the columbia Basin?
Streamflow is the driver for ecological processes; it’s the 
master variable that defines a river system. habitat, water 
quality, channel processes, energy exchanges—they all 
depend on flow. The ecological benefits are clear—more flow 
improves spawning and rearing habitat, and life histories for 

leslie Bach is the 

director of freshwater  

programs for the  

Nature Conservancy 

(TNC) in Oregon.  

her involvement  

in the science of  

water transactions 

spans more than 15 years. She was the first 

staff scientist at the Oregon Water Trust (now 

the Freshwater Trust). In addition, leslie worked 

as a watershed specialist for the Oregon depart-

ment of environmental Quality and the U.S. 

Forest Service, and as a research hydrologist  

for the U.S. department of Agriculture. leslie  

currently serves the CBWTP as part of the  

Technical Advisory Committee, reviewing  

proposals for water transactions. She holds  

a Ph.d. in hydrology and Water resources  

from Colorado State University, an M.S. in  

hydrology and Soil Physics from New Mexico 

State University, and a B.S. in Soil and Water  

Science from the University of California, davis.

Interview with  
leslie Bach
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Are there aspects of water-transaction science that 
you would like to see receiving more attention 
from researchers and practitioners?
There’s a lot of work now on the links between flow  
and ecology/biology. however, the focus tends to be on 
large-scale water-management planning like restoring flow 
conditions downstream of dams. There’s not nearly as  
much work tied to water transactions. By definition, water 
transactions tend to happen one-by-one both spatially and 
temporally. That matters for many reasons—not just because 
of the complex ways that water moves, but also because 
species use the parts of a river system differently at different 
times. So we need more scientists linking flow needs to the 
ecology of river basins and then looking at how those needs 
relate to our ability to restore flows through transactions. My 
number-one research focus would be looking at specific flow 
requirements of priority species and ecological processes  
in rivers of the Columbia Basin. I’d put my money there. 

in what ways are water transactions in the 
columbia Basin contributing to our knowledge  
of ecosystems and community health?
Transaction by transaction, reach by reach, and stream  
by stream, we’re adding to our larger body of knowledge. 
Because transactions directly affect people’s use of water 
for their livelihoods, providing the most ecological benefit 
with the least impact to humans is paramount. If we can 
achieve a critical ecological outcome with 1.9 cfs and not 
2.0 cfs, that’s what needs to happen. This tool is about 
balancing uses, and a lot of effort is invested in figuring 
out just what’s needed. There’s also a considerable amount 
of monitoring going on, tracking habitat and water-quality 
changes, and biological benefits like increases in aquatic 
species populations. In parallel with learning more about 
what it takes to make a good transaction, ecologically, 
we’re also understanding better what landowners need, 
which is why transactions are becoming more widespread. 
These are ecosystems that we all depend on.  

fish. Because the CBWTP is being strategic and focused, 
we’re now getting to a critical mass of transactions, 
enough to make a difference in the flows of particular 
tributaries. Some people may still think of water as an 
“either/or phenomenon,” that it’s either benefiting streams 
or people. But that’s not true. Consider aesthetics alone—
no one wants to look at a dry river, and that includes 
landowners. In Central Oregon, Whychus Creek was dry  
for many years through the city of Sisters, and now it has 
flow; that’s an aesthetic benefit that enhances people’s 
experiences and lives. There are also recreational and 
fisheries benefits. rivers and streams provide ecosystem 
services on behalf of communities, but they need adequate 
flows to function. The first transaction on Whychus, 15 
years ago, was a small amount. Subsequently, there has 
been an enormous amount of work done with the irrigation 
district and others. The lesson is: you have to start, but 
you have to keep going, too.  

As a member of the technical Advisory  
committee (tAc), you scrutinize the proposed  
efforts of partnerships between landowners, 
irrigation districts, and practitioners. What are 
your recommendations for partners who are 
developing transaction proposals?
As a reviewer who makes decisions based upon what’s  
on paper, I’d suggest two things: do your homework and  
tell your story in a compelling way. At this point, TAC  
members are looking for very detailed information. The 
process has evolved from opportunistic to strategic, and 
that’s reflected in the proposals we approve. We want to 
know what’s going on in the river with respect to habitat 
and water quality; whether the proposed water rights are 
the ones that matter. We’re looking for the best ecological 
bang for the buck, and that means, in part, paying attention 
to what else is going on in the watershed—riparian  
conditions, water quality, etc. We need to know whether  
the water is going to make a difference.  
 

As you look at the water and climate  
challenges ahead, how do you see the role  
of water transactions evolving as a tool for 
restoring habitats and benefiting communities, 
both in the columbia Basin and beyond?
Across the western United States, I think that voluntary 
market-based tools will be a critical strategy for balancing 
needs for water. We know that demands will continue to 
increase. Climate change may put even more stress on our 
water resources. The efficacy and utility of a transactional 
approach will be more and more important as we look for 
new and innovative ways to meet all our needs. The thing 
about water transactions that may be hard for some people 
to understand is that they don’t happen overnight. The 
approach is slow and methodical. It takes time to build 
relationships, and water is generally acquired bit by bit. 
Cumulative benefits require patience. So it’s a resource-
intensive way to go about restoration, but it’s also  
necessary given the way irrigation water is allocated  
in the West. To their great credit, the CBWTP and its 
partners are in for the long haul. They’re making it happen, 
one relationship at a time. And that’s what it takes.
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With funding from the CBWTP, the Methow Conservancy 
permanently protected over a half mile of shoreline on 
both banks of the Methow river between the towns of 
Twisp and Winthrop. In addition to conserving 42 acres  
of riparian habitat, the project also safeguards from 
development 12 acres of productive agricultural land  
on the historic Witte farmstead. 

The Witte Place property is of particular ecological interest 
due to the presence of extensive riparian forest and 
floodplain, wetlands, and a side channel. The property 
provides spawning, rearing, migration, foraging, and 

overwintering habitat for the Methow’s anadromous and 
resident fish species. every returning adult spring chinook, 
steelhead, and bull trout that spawns in the upper portions 
of the Methow and Chewuch rivers passes through this 
dynamic reach and uses it for refuge during its journey. 

“The ecological function provided by this property makes  
it a biological oasis for recovering imperiled fish in the 
Methow,” says Jason Paulsen, executive director at the 
Methow Conservancy.

The conservation easement has also sparked a restoration 
project planned for implementation in the spring of 2010. 
Invasive species will be removed from more than an acre of 
the property’s riparian area, and these will be replaced with 
native, shade-producing trees and shrubs that will improve 
water quality in this important reach. Irrigation efficiency 
opportunities are also being explored. “It’s a conservation 
home run for the Upper Columbia region that also respects 
our local agricultural economy,” Paulsen says. 

The Witte Place conservation easement is the fourth 
completed with funding from the Columbia Basin riparian 
Conservation easement Program. Since 2005, the Methow 
Conservancy has partnered with the CBWTP and private 
landowners to protect over 4.3 miles of shoreline and 409 
acres in the Methow watershed. 

riparian conservation easement program  
makes headway in the methow

For more information, visit  
www.methowconservancy.org  
or call (509) 996-2870.
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“Our partnership with the CBWTP  
has made a substantive contribution 
to permanently protecting critical  
riparian habitats in the Methow Basin.” 
jASon pAulSen

executive director, methoW conservAncy 
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fy 09 cBWtp expenses 
deschutes  r iver  conservAncy $243,141

idAho depArtment  of  WAter  resources $198,033

montAnA WAter  trust $155,531

nAt ionAl  f ish  And Wildl ife  foundAt ion $366,457

oregon WAter  resources  depArtment $34,227

r ipAr iAn  conservAt ion  eAsement  progrAm $389,000

the  freshWAter  trust $337,436

tro ut u n l im ited –  m o ntAnA WAter proj ect $40,298

tro ut u n l im ited –  WAshin gto n WAter proj ect $149,945

WAshington depArtment  of  ecology $108,481

WAshington WAter  trust $214,519

WAter  trAnsAct ions $1,784,713

totAl* $4,021,781

 *Funding provided through BPA project #2002-013-01. 

idAho Accord WAter trAnsAction expenses
idAho depArtment  of  WAter  resources $100,651

WAter  trAnsAct ions $347,561

totAl** $448,212 

 **Funding provided through BPA project #2008-608-00.

support for the progrAm comes from the folloWing sources:

the Bonneville power Administration, in cooperation with the northwest power and conservation council

the operating budgets and special project monies of the Qualified local entities

the operating budget of the national fish and Wildlife foundation, Western partnership office

For transaction details, please see CBWTP reports at www.cbwtp.org/jsp/cbwtp/library/library.jsp.
Additional information may be found on the BPA’s Pisces database.



www.CBWTP.org

The CBWTP is a project of the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
working with the Bonneville Power Administration. Our efforts are made 
possible in large part through funding by the BPA in cooperation with 
the Northwest Power and Conservation Council.

kRyStynA WolnIAkoWSkI, director

NFWF, Western Partnership Office 

AndReW puRkey, Program director

Columbia Basin Water Transactions Program

Molly WHItney, Assistant Program director

Columbia Basin Water Transactions Program 

kACy MARkoWItz, Program Coordinator

Columbia Basin Water Transactions Program 

contAct us

ColuMBIA BASIn WAteR tRAnSACtIonS pRoGRAM

national Fish and Wildlife Foundation

Western Partnership Office 

421 SW 6th Ave, Suite 950 

Portland, Or 97204 

503.417.8700 

www.CBWtp.org
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